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LAUNCH: Arist Tess Bames, Jeft, with Lynne Franks at the exhibition in the Victoria Quarter, Leeds,

Art tribute to 50

BY CHARLES HESLETT

AT her peak she was
one of the most power-
ful figures in English
PR.

She was also rumoured to
be the inspiration for one of
the characters in Jennifer
sSaunders’s hit comedy
Absolutely Fabulous.

But former PR guru and
TV personality Lynne Franks
showed her caring side in
Leeds on Tuesday when she
unveiled 50 paintings of the
country’s most successful
women in the city's Victoria
Quarter shopping centre.

Ms Franks, who recently
appeared in ITV's I'm A
Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here!
show, met artist Tess Barnes
who created all the works for
the “first direct 50 Women of
sSubstance’ exhibition.

The show runs until Satur-
day, March 15, and aims to
inspire the females of the
future and highlight the fact
that woman are still strug-
gling to break into the profes-
sions.

Tess Barnes picked her
subjects for their outstanding
contributions to society, arts,
literature and the sciences.
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They include some of
Britain's most recognisable
personalities including York-
shire-born actress Maureen
Lipman and Counidown's
Carol Vorderman

Cook Sophie Grigson, ath-
lete Tanni Grey Thompson,
singer Beverlev Knight and
former leader of the House of
Lords, Baroness Valerie
Amos are also in the show.

The exhibition will also
support the charity Breast

Cancer Haven who need to
raise £2.2m to open a centre in
Leeds later this vear .

Sara Davenport, Founder
of Breast Cancer Haven, said:
“50 Women of Substance is an
inspirational exhibition and
we are thrilled that Breast
Cancer Haven has been cho-
sen as the benefiting charity.

“We need £2.2m to open a
Haven in Leeds. The centre
will provide free support.
information and complemen-
tary therapies to anyone
affected by breast cancer in
Yorkshire.”

Ms Barnes painted the 50
works to coincide with the
fact that she turns 50 this vear
and the show also falls during
International Women's Week
which ends on Saturday.

Mark Mullen, first direct’s
head of marketing, said:
“This is the first major spon-

sorship we have undertaken .

ity’s Victorian Quarter
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famous women

in our 18-year history and we
are very excited to be support-
ing Tess and her celebration
of these great women of
achievement.

“Not only does it provide
incredibly important support
to cancer sufferers but this
vear the charity will also open
the doors of its new centre in
our home city, Leeds, bring-
ing vital care to women with
breast cancer in Yorkshire.”

Tess Barmes studied at the
Chelsea College of Art and
Goldsmith College and has
exhibited widely both in the
UK and Europe, including the
National Portrait Gallery, the
Roval College of Art, Mall Gal-
leries and France.

Opening times are: 7.30pm
to 9pm Monday, Tuesday.
Wednesday; 7.30pm to 10pm
Thursday, Friday, Saturday;
and 10am to 6pm on Sunday.

chariles. co.uk

Evening¥.
Stone & |

U}
Just £12

This stone and decking deans
algas and moss from Sone,
omarments, fumitue and deckl

samply dilute the ceaner 50 pa
o surfaces, then Ene K
fim & aulomatically dssob
scrubbing 5 necessany. Parl
headsiones and garden oman
cheaner keaves an invisible |
long tarm protechion aganst
months, KEEping your siongy
year nound, Covers an ansd o
Maka your stone work look B
a year our Stone Cleaner. Or
bodthes For only £20.93 and |
now! Prices include FREE UK

To order call;

www.shop.yorksh

TO ORDER:

Hotiing open 24 hours a doy. T

Samply complete thes coupol
Yoricshine Evening Post Res
Or call our credit card hollie
Please send me... '
Stone & Decking Cleans
Stone & Decking Cleansi
UK MEINLAND POSTAGE -lﬂi
| enclose a chegue/postal o
Yorkshire Evening Post B
Visa, Delta, Swatch or Amér

card wo. L1100/

Bl S vy |y W e [ =




